A selective medium was developed for the isolation of Bacteroidesfragilis directly from ovine and bovine fecal samples. The medium (tryptose blood agar plus polymyxin B, triclosan (Irgasan), novobiocin, and nalidixic acid) permitted growth of B. fragilis and several other species of Bacteroides but inhibited growth of most other intestinal bacteria.
Bacteroides fragilis is an obligate anaerobe found in the intestinal tract of normal animals and humans. Recent work at this laboratory showed that B. fragilis with enterotoxinlike activity (BFEL) is prevalent in the feces of diarrheic lambs (7) and calves and that BFEL produces a conventional enterotoxin (submitted for publication). Enterotoxin activity was detected in the calf and lamb ligated intestinal loop tests (4, 8) . Several isolates of enterotoxigenic B. fragilis appeared to be diarrheagenic after oral challenge inoculation of newborn lambs and calves. The development of a selective medium for the isolation of B. fragilîs directly from ovine and bovine feces is reported herein.
The initial isolation of BFEL from feces was made on tryptose-blood agar (TBA) plates (Difco Laboratories, Detroit, Mich.) to which 8 ,ug of triclosan (Irgasan DP 300; 2,4,4'-trichloro-2'-hydroxydiphenyl ether; (CIBA-GEIGY Corp., Greensboro, N.C.) (5) had been added per ml of TBA (7) . Triclosan was used because it inhibited the spread of Proteus sp. and the growth of some enteric bacteria on TBA but did not reduce the enterotoxin-like activity (subsequently shown to be due to B. fragilis) of lamb fecal specimens (7) . The antibiotic susceptibility patterns of the four initial ovine isolates of BFEL and of frequently encountered contaminants constituted the basis for the development of a medium more effective than TBA plus triclosan for the isolation of B. fragilis from feces.
The MIC values of antibiotics (all except triclosan, obtained from Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo.) were determined with the four ovine isolates and selected ovine fecal contaminants (one isolate of Escherichia coli, two isolates of Proteus sp., one isolate of a gram-positive coccus) in brain heart infusion broth with 0.5% yeast extract (BHI-YE; Difco Laboratories). The 
